
We recall the importance of protecting and strengthening a solidarity and values-based sport in 

line with the Council Resolution on the key features of a European Sport Model adopted 

unanimously by EU sports ministers on 30 November 2021.   

In that vein, we:  

- Promote values in sport and sport organisations, governed in compliance with the

principles of democracy, transparency, integrity, solidarity, gender equality, openness,

accountability, accessibility, social responsibility and respect for fundamental and

human rights.

- Support the key features of a European Sport Model, including the pyramidal structure,

the open system of promotion and relegation, the grassroots approach and solidarity,

the sport’s role in national identity, community building and structures based on

voluntary activity as well as its social, educational, cultural and health functions;

- Call on the sport governing bodies to preserve such key features and values and in this

regard  secure the balance between the economic dimension of sport and its educational

and social functions, as well as the relationship and solidarity between grassroots and

professional levels;

- Invite sport governing bodies to organise sporting competitions in compliance with the

principles of openness, equal opportunities, sporting merit, link between annual

performance in domestic competitions and all European competitions, financial

solidarity, integrity and equity to promote the social function of sport and access to it

for all;

- Ask the sport governing bodies to adhere to the highest standards of good governance,

safety and integrity, counteracting all forms of discrimination as well as promoting and

disseminating the culture of respect,  in their respective sports while acknowledging

their fundamental role in safeguarding the organisation of their sport;

- Call to further strengthen the key features of a European Sport Model as the EU’s vision

and framework for the long-term future of European sport;

- Invite the Commission to reflect on appropriate ways to pursue the 2021 Council

Resolution regarding the safeguarding of the openness of competitions, sporting merit,

integrity, solidarity and values in sport.

Joint statement



 

Austria  Vice-Chancellor Werner Kogler, Minister of Arts and Culture,  

Civil Service and Sport  

Belgium  Pierre-Yves Jeholet, Minister President, also responsible for  

Sports, in the Government of the French Community of  

Belgium  

Ben Weyts, Vice Minister President of the Government of  

Flanders, Flemish Minister of Education, Sports, Animal  

Welfare and Policy on the Flemish Periphery around Brussels  

Isabelle Weykmans, Minister of Culture, Sport, Employment and 

Media in the Government of the German-speaking  

Community of Belgium  

Bulgaria  Dimitar Iliev, Assoc. Prof., Minister of Youth and Sports  

Croatia   Dr Nikolina Brnjac, Minister of Tourism and Sport  

Cyprus  Dr Athena Michaelidou, Minister of Education, Sport and  

Youth  

Czech Republic  Ondřej Šebek, President of the National Sports Agency  

Denmark  Jakob Engel-Schmidt, Minister for Culture  

Estonia  Heidy Purga, Minister for Culture  



Austria  Vice-Chancellor Werner Kogler, Minister of Arts and Culture,  

Civil Service and Sport  

Finland  Sandra Bergqvist, Minister of Youth, Sport and Physical  

Activity  

France  Amélie Oudéa-Castéra, Minister of National Education, Youth,  

 

 Sports, Olympic and Paralympic Games  

Germany  Mahmut Özdemir MP, Parliamentary State Secretary to the Federal 

Minister of the Interior and Community.  

Greece  Ioannis Vroutsis, Alternate Minister of Education, Religious  

Affairs and Sport, Responsible for Sport  

Hungary  Dr Adam Schmidt, Secretary of State for Sport  

Ireland  Thomas Byrne, Minister of State for Sport and Physical  

Education  

Italy  Andrea Abodi, Minister for Sport and Youth  

Latvia  Anda Čakša, Minister of Education and Science  



 Sports, Olympic and Paralympic Games  

Lithuania  Gintautas Jakštas, Minister of Education, Science and Sport  

Luxembourg  Georges  Mischo,  ministre  of  Sport  and  Labour  

Malta  Hon Clifton Grima, Minister for Education, Sport, Youth,  

Research and Innovation  

Netherlands  Conny Helder, Minister of Health, Welfare and Sport  

Poland  Sławomir Nitras, Minister of Sport and Tourism  

Portugal  João Paulo Correia, Secretary of State for Youth and Sport  

Romania  Elisabeta Lipă, President of the National Agency for Sports   

Slovakia  Ján Krišanda, State Secretary for Sport, Ministry of Tourism and 

Sport  

Slovenia  Matjaž Han,  Minister of the Economy, Tourism and Sport  

Sweden  Jakob Forssmed, Minister for Social Affairs and Public Health  

  




